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Ayah 1 

Sahih International 
Ha, Meem. 

+&• [ha, meem] these letters in Arabic are called 

olikLLil <— ^jj>- [hurooful muqat-ta-aa3ti] which 

literally means the severed letters. We find that some 
surahs in the Quran begin with a different sequence of 
letters whether it is one, two, three, four, or even five. 
The majority opinion amongst the Muslims is that 
ALLAH alone knows their meanings. However, with 
that said, some people have tried to give an 
explanation as to what they possibly could mean. 
Though these are all speculations, there is something 
that does hold some weight. 

This is supposed to be a humbling effect on the human 
being when he/she reads these letters and comes to 
terms that their knowledge is limited and ALLAH's 
knowledge it limitless. Amongst the Arab Jews and 
Christians were those who prided themselves on being 


educated. When the Prophet JL 3 Up i>i ju^ recited 

i \ y *s>- etc. this was baffling to the people. 

He JL j Up isi Jl^ is supposed to be someone who is 
unable to read or write and now is he making mention 
of some of the names of the letters the Arabic 
Language consists of. They knew that someone who 
knows these names has to be someone who can read 
or write and that fact of the matter was is that he was 
unlettered. So, this is a proof in of itself that He 
JL j Up A i Jl^ was getting divine inspiration and not 
speaking from His JL 3 aJlp A i Jl^ own desires. 



Ayah 2 


Sahih International 

The revelation of the Book is from Allah , the Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

The revelation of the book from ALLAH, The Ultimate 
Authority, The All-Wise. 


Ayah 3 

Sahih International 

We did not create the heavens and earth and what is between them 
except in truth and [for] a specified term. But those who disbelieve, from 
that of which they are warned, are turning away. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

We didn't create the skies and the earth and whatever lies in 
between them except with purpose and until a given 
deadline. And those who disbelieve in regards to whatever 
warnings they have been given, they are ignoring them. 

Ayah 4 
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Sahih International 

Say, [O Muhammad], "Have you considered that which you invoke 
besides Allah ? Show me what they have created of the earth; or did they 
have partnership in [creation of] the heavens? Bring me a scripture 
[revealed] before this or a [remaining] trace of knowledge, if you should 
be truthful." 


Nouman Ali Khan 

Tell them: "Have you taken a look at what you're calling on 
besides ALLAH? Show me what they have created out of the 
earth. Or is it that they have a share in the skies? Bring me a 
book that was revealed before this one or some traces of 
knowledge left from those who came before, if in fact you 
are truthful." 

Ayah 5 



Sahih International 

And who is more astray than he who invokes besides Allah those who 
will not respond to him until the Day of Resurrection, and they, of their 
invocation, are unaware. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Who could be more misled/misguided than the one who 
calls to other than ALLAH. The one who will not respond to 
him until the Day of Resurrection. And at this point they 
[these objects of worship] have no idea they [the 
disbelievers] are calling upon them. 


Ayah 6 
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Sahih International 

And when the people are gathered [that Day], they [who were invoked] 

will be enemies to them, and they will be deniers of their worship. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

When people are gathered they are going to be enemies to 
them. And they are going to be deniers of their worship. 


The very things that these disbelievers used to worship 
will b e against them on the Day of Resurrection. 
They think they will find refuge with them [the idols 
etc.] but they won't. These objects of worship [like 
what the Christians do with Jesus] will deny that they 
called these people to worship them. 

Ayah 7 

Sahih International 

And when Our verses are recited to them as clear evidences, those who 

disbelieve say of the truth when it has come to them, "This is obvious 

magic." 


Nouman Ali Khan 

And whenever Our miraculous signs that are clear and self 
evident are read on to them, those who disbelieve in 
regards to the truth whenever it came to them say: 
"This is obviously magic." 

Ayah 8 




SafaTi International 

Or do they say, "He has invented it?" Say, "If I have invented it, you will 
not possess for me [the power of protection] from Allah at all. He is 
most knowing of that in which you are involved. Sufficient is He as 
Witness between me and you, and He is the Forgiving the Merciful." 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Are they saying he has made it up? Then tell them: "If I 
made it up you don't have any control over what ALLAH 
would do to me. HE knows better about what you are 
saying. HE is enough of a witness between me and 
yourselves. And HE is the extremely forgiving, Always 
loving and merciful. 

j£l3t [afaadha] is 'to pour'. It is also used when large 
crowds of people spill into a field. Also, when 


someone is running their mouth and words are just 
pouring out of it and they are not thinking about it. 

Ayah 9 
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Sahih International 

Say, "I am not something original among the messengers, nor do I know 
what will be done with me or with you. I only follow that which is 
revealed to me, and I am not but a clear warner." 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Tell them: "I'm not an innovation from out of the 
messengers [My message is the same as all the other 
messengers that came before]. I have no idea what's going 
to happen to me [in this world on a daily basis] and I have 
no idea what's going to become of you. I am only folio wing 
that which has been revealed to me. I am nothing but a clear 


warner." 


Ayah 10 
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Sa/n'ft International 

Say, "Have you considered: if the Qur'an was from Allah , and you 
disbelieved in it while a witness from the Children of Israel has testified 
to something similar and believed while you were arrogant... ?" Indeed, 
Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Tell them: "Have you observed, if He [Muhammed] was 
possibly from [sent] ALLAH and you have disbelieved in 
him, while a great witness [Musa] from the sons of Is'raaeel 
has already testified to the likes of him and believed in him 
and you have become arrogant. No doubt ALLAH will not 
guide the wrongdoing nation. 

Ayah 11 


Sahih International 

And those who disbelieve say of those who believe, "If it had [truly] been 
good, they would not have preceded us to it." And when they are not 
guided by it, they will say, "This is an ancient falsehood." 


P 


Nouman Ali Khan 

And those who disbelieved said to those who believed: 
"Had this message been any good, those kinds of people 
[the weak and poor] wouldn't have gotten ahead of us to 
accept this message." And they aren't committed to this as 
guidance. And they will say: "This is just an ancient lie". 

Ayah 12 


Sahih International 

And before it was the scripture of Moses to lead and as a mercy. And this 
is a confirming Book in an Arabic tongue to warn those who have 
wronged and as good tidings to the doers of good. 


Nouman Ali Khan 

And much before this the book of Musa [Torah] as a leader 
and a source of loving mercy. And this [Quran] is a book 
that confirms. An Arabic tongue so that it may warn those 
who have done wrong and congratulate those who excel. 


Ayah 13 
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Sahih International 

Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah ," and then remained on 

a right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they 

grieve. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

No doubt those who said: "Our Master is ALLAH and then 
held firm to that conviction, then they will have no fear on 
them and they are not going to be the ones grieving. 

Ayah 14 


Sahih International 

Those are the companions of Paradise, abiding eternally therein as 

reward for what they used to do. 


Nouman Ali Khan 

Those are the people of the lush garden [Paradise] in which 
they will remain permanently. A compensation of what they 
used to do. 

Ayah 15 

Sahih International 

And We have enjoined upon man, to his parents, good treatment. His 
mother carried him with hardship and gave birth to him with hardship, 
and his gestation and weaning [period] is thirty months. [He grows] 
until, when he reaches maturity and reaches [the age of] forty years, he 
says, "My Lord, enable me to be grateful for Your favor which You have 
bestowed upon me and upon my parents and to work righteousness of 
which You will approve and make righteous for me my offspring. 
Indeed, I have repented to You, and indeed, I am of the Muslims." 


Nouman Ali Khan 

And We gave the human being strong counsel in regards to 
his parents that he should be the best to them. His mother 
carried him in pain and she delivered him in pain and the 
carrying of him and the feeding of him up to thirty months 
[breast feeding]. Until he reaches a mature age, reaches the 
age of forty. He says: "Master! Give me 
inspiration/motivation that I should be grateful to the 
favour you have given me and to both my parents and that I 
act righteously in a way that pleases you and produce good 
for my sake into my children. I am no doubt returning back 
to you in repentance. I am from those who submit 
themselves [Muslims]. 


Ayah 16 
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Sahih International 
Those are the ones from whom We will accept the best of what they did 
and overlook their misdeeds, [their being] among the companions of 
Paradise. [That is] the promise of truth which they had been promised. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Those are the people, We will accept from them the best of 
the deeds that they did. We will overlook their evil deeds 
and they are in the midst of the companions of Paradise. 
The promise of truth [this in fact is] the one that they had 
been promised. 


ALLAH will look at the best deeds of the believer and 
grade according to that. If the believer had any other 
good deeds that weren't the most excellent, ALLAH 
will bring those up in levels and grade them as 
excellent based on the best deeds that were done. 

Ayah 17 
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Sahih International 

But one who says to his parents, "Uff to you; do you promise me that I 
will be brought forth [from the earth] when generations before me have 
already passed on [into oblivion]?" while they call to Allah for help [and 
to their son], "Woe to you! Believe! Indeed, the promise of Allah is 
truth." But he says, "This is not but legends of the former people" - 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And on the other hand is the kind of person who says: "Uff 
to you [shows any type of displeasure to his/her parents in 
speech, facial expressions, or actions.] Are the both of you 
still promising me that I will be brought/resurrected 
And so many people have died before [no body is coming 
back]." And both parents turn in desperation to ALLAH and 
say [to there son]: "Come on! Believe! No doubt the promise 


of ALLAH is true." And he says: "These are just stories from 
the old times." 


^Uiuol [is'taghaatha] is t o ask desperately for help. 

Ayah 18 
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Sahih International 
Those are the ones upon whom the word has come into effect, [who will 
be] among nations which had passed on before them of jinn and men. 
Indeed, they [all] were losers. 

Nouman Ali Khan 


Those are the kinds of people in the past the word 
[punishment] of ALLAH has already been deserved on them 
from way before them from the Jinn and Human beings. 
No doubt in fact, they had been the ones who were from the 
losers. 


Ayah 19 
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Sahih International 

And for all there are degrees [of reward and punishment] for what they 
have done, and [it is] so that He may fully compensate them for their 
deeds, and they will not be wronged. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And all people have levels from within which they work. So 

that HE may compensate them fully for the deeds that they 

have done. And their the ones that are not going to be 

wronged. 


Ayah 20 
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Sahih International 
And the Day those who disbelieved are exposed to the Fire [it will be 
said], "You exhausted your pleasures during your worldly life and 
enjoyed them, so this Day you will be awarded the punishment of 
[extreme] humiliation because you were arrogant upon the earth 
without right and because you were defiantly disobedient." 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And the day on which those who disbelieve are going to be 
presented before the fire. You have already done away with all 
the luxuries/enjoyments of your worldly life. And you truly 
enjoyed yourself. And today you will be compensated with the 
punishment of humiliation on account of the fact that you 


used to be arrogant in the earth without having justification 
and because of the fact that you consistently engaged in 
corrupt behaviour. 

Ayah 21 
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Sahih International 

And mention, [O Muhammad], the brother of Aad, when he warned his 
people in the [region of] al-Ahqaf - and warners had already passed on 
before him and after him - [saying], "Do not worship except Allah . 
Indeed, I fear for you the punishment of a terrible day." 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And make mention of the brother [Hud] of A3d. When he 
warned his nation at the heights. And the warnings already 
had come to pass from right in front of him and behind him. 
Saying [Hud]: "That you shouldn't be worshipping anything 
but ALLAH. No doubt I am certainly afraid over you for the 
punishment of a great day." 


Ayah 22 

Sahih International 

They said, "Have you come to delude us away from our gods? Then 

bring us what you promise us, if you should be of the truthful." 


Nouman Ali Khan 

They said: "Have you come to us to turn us away from our 
gods? Then bring us whatever you are promising us if in 
fact you are from the truthful." 

Ayah 23 



Sahih International 

H e said, "Knowledge [of its time] is only with Allah , and I convey to you 

that with which I was sent; but I see you [to be] a people behaving 

ignorantly." 


Nouman Ali Khan 

He [Hud] said: "Knowledge truly only belongs to ALLAH. I 
am only communicating to you thoroughly what I have been 
sent with. However, I see you are a people that want to go by 
their whims/emotions." 

Ayah 24 



Sahih International 

And when they saw it as a cloud approaching their valleys, they said, 
"This is a cloud bringing us rain!" Rather, it is that for which you were 
impatient: a wind, within it a painful punishment, 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And when they saw it being presented heading towards 
them/greeting them they said: "This is coming towards us 
to bring rain" Rather it happens to be the very thing you 
were rushing towards: a wind in which there is painful 
torment. 


This tornado overpowered and destroyed them for 
seven straight nights and eight straight days. 


Ayah 25 
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Sahih International 

Destroying everything by command of its Lord. And they became so that 
nothing was seen [of them] except their dwellings. Thus do We 
recompense the criminal people. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

It continually crushed/destroyed everything by the 
command of its Master. And they became a people that 
couldn't even be seen except their homes. That is how We 
compensate the criminal nation. 


Ayah 26 




Sahih International 

And We had certainly established them in such as We have not 
established you, and We made for them hearing and vision and hearts. 
But their hearing and vision and hearts availed them not from anything 
[of the punishment] when they were [continually] rejecting the signs of 
Allah ; and they were enveloped by what they used to ridicule. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

We had given them stability in the land in a way that We 
haven't given to you [Makkans]. And We had given them the 
power of hearing, seeing and hearts to make good decisions 
with. Their hearing, their seeing and their hearts weren't 
able to benefit them at all when they were engaged in 
pointless debate about the miracles of ALLAH. And 
everything they used to poke fun at/mock took hold of 
them/surrounded them. 

Ayah 27 

Sahih International 

And We have already destroyed what surrounds you of [those] cities, 
and We have diversified the signs [or verses] that perhaps they might 
return [from disbelief]. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And We have destroyed what is around you from all kinds 
of towns. We have created all kinds of miracles and 
alternated them so hopefully they may return. 


Ayah 28 
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Sahih International 

Then why did those they took besides Allah as deities by which to 
approach [Him] not aid them? But they had strayed from them. And 
that was their falsehood and what they were inventing. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Then how come all those they used to call upon besides 
ALLAH by which to approach [ALLAH] didn't aid them? 
Then all those false gods have been lost away from them. 
And that is their vicious lie and whatever they used to make 
up. 

Ayah 29 
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Sahih International 

And [mention, O Muhammad], when We directed to you a few of the 
jinn, listening to the Qur'an. And when they attended it, they said, 
"Listen quietly." And when it was concluded, they went back to their 
people as warners. 


Nouman Ali Khan 

And when We directed to you a party from the Jinn they are 
listening carefully and attentively to the Quran. And when 
they came in His [Muhammed] presence they said: 
"Quiet and listen!" and when He [Muhanimed] finished 
reciting, they [Jinn] ran back to their nation trying to warn 
them." 

Ayah 30 
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Sahih International 

They said, "O our people, indeed we have heard a [recited] Book 
revealed after Moses confirming what was before it which guides to the 
truth and to a straight path. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

They said: "O our nation! We have no doubt heard a book 
that has been revealed after Moses. It confirms whatever 
was before it. It guides to the truth and to a path that is 
straight. 


Ayah 3 1 
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Sahih International 

O our people, respond to the Messenger of Allah and believe in him; 

Allah will forgive for you your sins and protect you from a painful 

punishment. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

O our nation! Respond to the caller [Muhammed] of ALLAH 
and believe in Him. ALLAH will cover and forgive for you 
the embarrassing sins you have done and HE will protect 
you from painful punishment. 

Ayah 32 
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Sahih International 
But he who does not respond to the Caller of Allah will not cause failure 
[to Him] upon earth, and he will not have besides Him any protectors. 
Those are in manifest error." 

Nouman Ali Khan 

And then the one who doesn't respond to the caller of 
ALLAH then he isn't going to be able to overpower anybody 



in the land. And he is not going to have any protective 
friends other than ALLAH. Those are the people who are 
clearly lost/misguided. 

Ayah 33 

Sahih International 

Do they not see that Allah , who created the heavens and earth and did 
not fail in their creation, is able to give life to the dead? Yes. Indeed, He 
is over all things competent. 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Haven't they seen that ALLAH is the one who created the skies 
and the earth and isn't the one who didn't get overwhelmed 
and exhausted by creating them capable of bringing the dead 
back to life? Yes. No doubt HE is in control over all things. 

Ayah 34 

Sahih International 

And the Day those who disbelieved are exposed to the Fire [it will be 
said], "Is this not the truth?" They will say, "Yes, by our Lord." He will 
say, "Then taste the punishment because you used to disbelieve." 


Nouman Ali Khan 

And the day the disbelievers are going to be brought before 
the fire [it will be said]: "Isn't this real?" They will say: 
"Of course! We swear by our Master!" He says: "Then taste 
the punishment because of the disbelief you were engaged 
in." 

Ayah 35 





Sahih International 

So be patient, [O Muhammad], as were those of determination among 
the messengers and do not be impatient for them. It will be - on the Day 
they see that which they are promised - as though they had not 
remained [in the world] except an hour of a day. [This is] notification. 
And will [any] be destroyed except the defiantly disobedient people? 

Nouman Ali Khan 

Just be patient, [O Muhammed], Just like those with great 
resolve/commitment among the messengers [Noah, 
Ibraaheem, Moses, Jesus] and don't rush in the matter of 
these people. It is as though the day on which they are going 
to see what they were promised that they will feel they 
didn't live [in this world] expect an hour from the part of 
the morning/afternoon. This is clear communication. Then 
is there anybody that is going to be annihilated if not those 
who are inherently corrupt. 


The corruption mentioned in this ayah is that people 
heard the message of the messenger and they didn't 
take it seriously at all. They had the message recited o n 
them by the messenger himself who had the best 
character. So, the Prophet ^L^Upiii Jl^ is told to be 
patient with them and their time will come. 


